Joy Full
(“These Things”)
by Tricia Berg

“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be full.” John 15:11
Needless to say, in order to appreciate what Jesus said above, we need to know
what "these things" are. As members of His Body, what gives us joy should be
what gives Him joy. (Rom. 12:4-5, 1Cor. 12:12-13, 27, Eph. 3:6, Eph. 5:23, 2932, Col. 1:18-29) In the previous chapter (but there were no chapters or verse
numbers in the original manuscripts), after telling the disciples once again that
He is the ONLY way, and that He would go to prepare a place for them, Jesus
said:
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. “I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more,
but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”
Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself
to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make
our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the
word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. “These things I
have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to
your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace
I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid.” John 14:15-27
Here is the full context of the verse at the top:
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
-1-

me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he
it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does
not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do
what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have
heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but
I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give
it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another. If the
world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of
the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.
Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’
If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they
will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my
name, because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and
spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no
excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done
among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but
now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. But the word that is
written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ But when
the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth,
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. And you also will
bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning” John 15:1-27
He didn't say something to the effect that believers would be filled with joy
because He would shower them with the delights of the world. He said that even
though following Him in this life will be hard, He will be with us providing
strength, peace, joy, wisdom, love and anything and everything else we need to
do what He has called us to do. (1Cor. 12:1-11, Jam. 4:3) In fact, without Him,
we can do nothing. Even our faith is a gift. (Eph. 2:8-10, Jam. 1:17) It is our
abiding IN Him and He in us that gives us the power to overcome the world.
Again, He tells us "these things" to give us assurance in our hearts.
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“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
Jesus continues on to make it plain that those who are His will suffer for having
been chosen out of the world (1John 3:11-15), but He will dwell in them by His
Spirit (our God is ONE - Father, Son and Spirit):
“But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they
may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word, and the
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them
from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so
I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they
also may be sanctified in truth. “I do not ask for these only, but also for those
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have
given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in
me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you
sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also,
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. O
righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and
these know that you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be
in them, and I in them.” John 17:13-26
So once again, the source of our joy is not this temporary world. We're looking
for the one to come, because we love and serve God. (Matt. 6:24, 1John
2:15-17, Jam. 4:4, 2Cor. 6:14-18, Matt. 6:19-21, 33) He alone is worthy. (Rev.
4:11, Matt. 10:41, 1Cor. 3:14, Col. 3:23-24, Rev. 22:10-15, 2Tim. 3:12-13,
Matt. 5:1-16, Matt. 19:23-30) He is faithful to us and so must we be to Him.
So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along
with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 2 Timothy 2:22
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. And we
know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:26-28
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As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to
me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
2 Timothy 4:5-8
I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your
crown. Revelation 3:11
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love
him. James 1:12
But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard
struggle with sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and
affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. For you had
compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an
abiding one. Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great
reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will
of God you may receive what is promised. Hebrews 10:32-36
But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”—these things God has
revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that
person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except
the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.
And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 1 Corinthians
2:9-13
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Romans 5:1-5

-4-

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked,
when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. Put on then, as God’s
chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together
in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, submit to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and do not be
harsh with them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the
Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by
way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the
Lord. Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are
serving the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has
done, and there is no partiality. Colossians 3:1-25
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