The Sign of the Covenant
by Tricia Berg

God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” Genesis 9:17
Many biblical symbols have been "hijacked" for uses representing unbiblical
views. Things that used to have a positive connotation for Christians are being
used in ways that do not fit with their original purpose. I believe that this
following verse, which refers to all foods being clean in the original context, can
also apply to the use of those biblical symbols to support unbiblical views:
So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. Romans 14:16
For example, the original meaning of the rainbow was an expression of God's
love for humanity (including His promise never to destroy the earth with a flood
again), but it has been stolen and used by people in rebellion against God to
represent homosexual behavior (which defies and rejects God's purposeful
design), cross-dressing, "medical" intervention to "play God" with people's
gender—all of which God has made clear that He hates. Here is the full context
of the verse at the top:
I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by
the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the
earth.” And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:
I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between
me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in
the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is
on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” Genesis 9:11-17
There are also other biblical symbols that have been re-defined by those
wanting to use them for something other than what they originally meant. For
example, the sun, moon and stars were for signs and seasons in the Bible—but
for many years now the crescent moon and a star have been symbols of Islam.
Communist Japan uses the sun, and Communist China uses a crescent moon
and stars. (Part of communism is the rejection of religion authority, which is
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considered competition for the authority of the state. I realize that Japan is no
longer hostile to Christianity, but the true Church is still persecuted in China.)
And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate
the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days
and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light
upon the earth.” And it was so. Genesis 1:14-15 (Also see Gen. 37:9, Rev.
12:1, Joel 2:30-31, Matt. 24:29.)
Astrologists (which is different from astronomists, as we all know) have used
the stars for purposes that God detests:
You are wearied with your many counsels; let them stand forth and save you,
those who divide the heavens, who gaze at the stars, who at the new moons
make known what shall come upon you. Isaiah 47:13 (Also see Deut. 18:9-14.)
Wicca and people with various new age beliefs also use these symbols, but God
WARNED us in advance not to worship creation (not only celestial bodies, but
all of nature):
And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun and
the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow
down to them and serve them, things that the LORD your God has allotted to
all the peoples under the whole heaven. Deuteronomy 4:19
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and
creeping things. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. Romans 1:22-25 (Also
see Psa. 19:1-4, Rev. 14:6-7.)
The rays of the sun for Christians represent the light of God's word, and the
HOPE of salvation, but the new age movement has twisted the meaning of light
and offers a FALSE hope.
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
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the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before
me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one
has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him
known. John 1:9-18
No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world,
and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were
evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come
to the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true
comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been
carried out in God.” John 3:13-21
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from
the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Ephesians 5:13-14 (Also see Isa.
60:1-3.)
The dove represents the Holy Spirit and peace with God in the Bible, but the
new age has borrowed it to symbolize all sorts of other things, such as the
"spirit of mother earth" (or of "the universe").
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At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made
and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from
the earth. Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had
subsided from the face of the ground. But the dove found no place to set her
foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face
of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought her into
the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the
dove out of the ark. And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold,
in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters
had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days and sent forth
the dove, and she did not return to him anymore. Genesis 8:6-12
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from
heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Matthew
3:16-17
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and
has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one
new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to
God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came
and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:13-22
I'm sure there are other biblical symbols that have been "re-purposed" in ways
that are unbiblical as well. My point is that we shouldn't let those who do such
things have the final say by silencing those of us who know better. We're meant
to be the salt and light in this dark world.
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether
I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm
in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and
not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of
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their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has been
granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but
also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and
now hear that I still have. 2:1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any
comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work
for his good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you
may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be
proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Philippians 1:27-2:16
Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If
anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my
disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,
saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going
out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with
twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends
a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who
does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. “Salt is good, but if
salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is of no use either
for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear,
let him hear.” Luke 14:25-35
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Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. “Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. “Blessed
are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you. “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be
thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. “You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:1-16
“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be
better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were
thrown into the sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better
for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for
you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye
causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does
not die and the fire is not quenched.’ For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt
is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again?
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” Mark 9:47-50
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you
ought to answer each person. Colossians 4:5-6
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be
named among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor
foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be
thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually
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immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance
in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you
were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for
the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the
things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it
becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Look
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use
of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with
your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for
Christ. Ephesians 5:1-21
Again, there is an entire Bible study of sorts on the topic of one particular
symbol, the rainbow, being used these days. The article I have written to
accompany this post is entitled "Who Wins When 'Love Wins'?" This is about
truth AND love, in an attempt to rescue those who are lost in deception. The
ones doing the deceiving do NOT love God for who He really is. They do not
believe what He has said about consequences for disregarding His will, or
respect His power or holiness, or they wouldn't be so bold to go against Him.
Following them will not end the way that they lead people to believe—the
popular way is not the right way. What's really loving is to care enough to be
honest.
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